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Section 1, Test 1: Nouns 
 
A.  Look at each sentence below. Circle each common noun. Underline 

each proper noun. (1 point each) 
 
 

1. Australia is both an island and a continent. 
 
2. He saluted the flag. 
 
3. Tom had a nice time in Brisbane. 
 
4. The knot was tied well. 
 
5.  The captain steered the ship into the harbour. 
 
6. Peter drove his peddle car up and down the decking. 
 
 

B.  Look at the two lists below. Draw a line to join the collective noun to the 
correct group. (1 point each) 

 
 

1. a school of      a.  vipers 
 
2. a pride of     b.  wombats 
 
3. an aerie of     c.  porpoise 
 
4. a warren of     d.  stingrays 
 
5. a plague of     e.  turtles 
 
6. a bale of      f.  lions 
 
7. a galaxy of     g.  locust 
 
8. a fever of      h.  eagles 
 
9. a nest of      i.  stars 
 

 
C.  Use an abstract noun to complete each sentence below. (1 point each) 

 
 

1. Christopher felt great  ___________ as he edged his way across the 
narrow ledge. 

 
2.  My heart felt over whelmed with __________ as I held the new baby. 

  Score: /25         Pass:    18/25 
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Section 1, Test 2: Writing a Biography 
 

Write a biography about someone outside your family. It may be a 
friend or someone famous. Follow all of the writing rules you have 
learnt. Make sure you write the outline and rough draft before the final 
copy. 
 

 

____________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
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  Score: /20         Pass:    17/20 
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Section 1, Test 3: Nouns—Number & Gender  
Agreement 

 

Nouns can be singular or plural. Singular means one . Plural means more 
than one. Verbs must agree with their subjects in number. If the subject is 
singular then the verb is singular. If the subject is plural then the verb is 
plural. 
For example: The delivery has arrived. (singular—has) 

The deliveries have arrived. (plural—have) 
 
A.  Write the plural of the nouns in each space below. (1 point each) 

 
 

1. potato ____________    2.  wife ____________ 
 
3. half  ____________    4.  child ____________ 
 
5. sheep ____________    6.  horse  ____________ 
 

 
B.  Choose nouns from the box and write them as plural nouns in the spaces 

below. Only use each word once. (1 point each) 
 
 

lady, man, storey, fox, salmon, ruby 
 
1. The number of  ____________ in our area has increased greatly. 
 
2.  There are two  __________ set in my ring. 
 
3. The  _____________ collected their children and went home. 
 
4. The  _________ all work in the cheese factory. 
 
5. ____________ swim up river to spawn. 
 
6. The building is five ____________ high. 
 

 
C.  Choose the correct verb from the bracket for each sentence below. The 

verb must agree with the subject in number.  
(1 point each) 

 
 

1. One of his eyes (was, were) injured. 
 
2. The eggs lying in the dry sand (are, is) almost invisible. 
 
3.  The tallest of my three boys (are, is) Peter. 

  Score: /15         Pass:    12/15 
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Section 1, Test 4: Comprehension 
 

The Development of the Mail Service in Australia. 
 
Prior to the arrival of the whiteman, aborigines communicated between 
tribes by means of runners with message sticks. After white settlement 
began in 1788 there were no Post Office services for many years. Letters 
and parcels from overseas arrived on ships and could take as long as eight 
months to reach Australia. 
 
In 1803 the first recorded postal service appeared. A regulation was issued 
by the Governor of New South Wales determining the charges for bushmen 
carrying letters between Sydney and Parramatta. In all other areas there 
was no control and colonists made the best arrangements they could with 
trading vessels. 
 
In 1809 Isaac Nichols, a Government official, was appointed to collect all 
letters and parcels for the Colony. An office was set up in George Street, 
Sydney; details of incoming mail were published in “the Gazette” along 
with the amount Isaac Nichols was allowed to collect for delivery. Later 
Isaac Nichols was officially appointed Postmaster by Government order 
and postal charges were reduced, as the Government now paid his wage. 
 
A Post Office was opened about the same time in Hobart; in 1827 in 
Moreton Bay (Brisbane); Swan River Settlement (Perth) in 1835; South 
Australia in 1837 and Melbourne in 1839. By 1841 a fortnightly overland 
service between Sydney and Melbourne had been established. A mail 
service between Melbourne and Adelaide was not established until 1847. 
The mail to Adelaide was sent by sea to Geelong and then overland to 
Mount Gambier, where mounted troopers took charge and covered the 
final stage to Adelaide. 
 
Early in Australia’s postal history the packhorse was the principle method 
adopted for carrying mail. Later, with the establishment of coach services, 
like Cobb and Co. during the gold boom in the nineteenth century, mail 
was sent by coach and therefore travelled more frequently. Later in the 
century, as both mail and passenger traffic began to grow, coaches 
became the principle inland link for the transmission of mail. 
 
The appearance of railways from 1855 onwards provided competition and 
coaches gradually disappeared, mail being carried by train. It was not until 
1924 that the last Cobb and Co. coach service between Yeulba and Surat 
in Queensland was withdrawn. It had taken a century and a half to go from 
carrying overland mail by horseback, to coaches and then to trains. Now 
most letters travel by airmail between the capital cities and by road or rail 
to towns throughout Australia. 
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A.  Answer these questions. 
 
 

1.  What was the first means of communication used in Australia? 
 (2 points) 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What was the first form of Post Office? Where was it set up? How did 

it work? (4 points) 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  How was mail initially carried between towns? (1 point) 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Explain how the service developed from this point. (6 points) 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

B.  Definitions: Find a word in the passage on page 6 that means the 
following: (1 point each) 

 
 

1.  main, chief of first importance   _____________ 
 
2.  a rule or a law       _____________ 
 
3.  the passing or sending of something  _____________ 
 

 
C.  Grammar: 
 
 

1.  Look at the first sentence on page 6. List all the nouns. (5 points) 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Write the verb found in the same sentence. (1 point) 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

D.  Find out more about Cobb & Co. (no points) 

  Score: /22         Pass:    16/22 
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Page 3 
Test 1: Nouns 
A.  Common and Proper Nouns 

1.  Australia (P—underline)   continent, island (C—circle) 
2.  flag (C—circle) He is a pronoun not a noun. 
3.  Tom, Brisbane  (P—underline)  time (C—circle) 
4.  knot (C—circle) 
5.  captain, ship, harbour (C—circle) 
6.  Peter (P-underline)   car, decking (C—circle) 

B.  Collective Nouns 
1.  porpoise  c 2.  lions  f  3.  eagles      h 4.  wombats  b  5.  locust  g 
6.  turtles       e 7.  stars  i  8.  stingrays  d 9. vipers         a 

C.  Abstract Noun Answers may vary slightly.  
An abstract noun is something that is in your mind although you can not see it. 
1.  fear   or   terror  2.  joy  or   love 

 

Page 4 
Test 2: Biography 
Student should lose 1 point for each error. Parent to check—see checklist on page 62-63. 
Also check to see they answer some of the following questions: 

1.  a.  Who are they describing? 
b.  What do they look like? 
c.  Their life when they were younger 
d.  Their work life 
e.  Changes the person has seen 
  f.   What makes them special? What are examples of this? 

2.  Does the biography have a beginning, a middle and an end? 
3.  Does it have a rough draft? 

 

Page 5 
Test 3: Nouns: Number & Gender Agreement 
A.  Plurals 

1.  potatoes  2.  wives 3.  halves 4.  children  5.  sheep  6.  horses 
B.  Correct plural noun 

1.  foxes  2.  rubies 3.  ladies 4.  men  5.  Salmon  6.  storeys 
C. Correct verb 

1.  was   2.  are 3.  is 
 

Page 7: 
Test 4 
A.  Answer these questions 

1.  Aboriginal runners carrying message sticks were the first form of communication. 
2.  The first form of Post Office was set up by Isaac Nichols in Sydney. He collected the mail 

from incoming ships, published details of the mail in “the Gazette” and charged for 
delivery. 

3.  Mail was initially carried between towns by packhorse. 
4.  With the gold rush and the establishment of a coach service mail was carried by coach. 

As train services were developed from 1855 onwards, and coach services declined, mail 
was transferred to trains. Today mail between capital cities is often by air and from there 
by road or rail. 

B.  Definition 
1.  principle  2.  regulation 3.  transmission 

C.  Grammar 
1.  whiteman, aborigines, tribes, runners, sticks  2.  communicated 

 

Page 8 
Test 5: A Tall Story    Student should lose 1 point for each error. 

Parent to check—see checklist on page 62-63. 
Also check to see they answer some of the following questions: 

Section 1 — Test Your English 5 Answers 
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